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Faith, Football, Fellowship:
A Community Men’s Breakfast

The Solid Rock Church Men’s Fellowship will host a
breakfast for men and boys in the community on Saturday,
March 14. Breakfast will be served
at 8:30 a.m., followed by featured
speaker Aaron Mingo, Head Foot-
ball Coach at Taylor University,
talking about the integration of
faith and football. A free-will of-
fering will be accepted. Reserva-
tions are encouraged for planning
purposes, but walk-ins are wel-
come. Reservations may be made
by calling the Solid Rock Church
office at (260) 375-3873 or
emailing office @solidrockwarren.org. The church is lo-
cated at 485 Bennett Drive in Warren.

Coach Aaron Mingo just completed his fifth year as
head coach of the Taylor University football program, fol-
lowing 12 years of coaching experience at other faith-
based colleges. In November Coach Mingo was named
Mideast League Coach of the Year by the Mid-States
Football Association for the second-straight season. Com-
pleting the season with a 7-4 record, Taylor averaged 48.5
points per game and scored at least 35 points in all 11
games.

Small Groups Survey

Solid Rock is contemplating offering small group op-
portunities in 2026. In order to assess interest in small
groups, a survey will be available in January in which you

may indicate your interest in lead-
c I / L ing or participating in a small
- e group and what topics you
c ' ' I ) c would find interesting and
o helpful. In addition to pa-
per surveys available at
church, this survey will also be available on our Facebook
page, for those who prefer to respond online. We look for-

ward to seeing your responses and how God may use
small groups for spiritual growth within our congregation!

Opportunities to serve and participate
By Becky Brown

I want us to turn our focus on our church this month.
This is a new year, and there will be plenty of opportuni-
ties for you to serve, participate, and plan. How will you
be involved in our church this year?

This church offers an abundance of opportunities to
serve and participate. We have a Mission Committee that
is active in various missions. Whether you participate
physically, make monetary donations, or pray for our mis-
sions in the church, it is a vital opportunity.

We have a Bible study that meets on Monday morning.
They will start the book of Revelation this month. It is
open to all and to everyone who can meet on Monday
mornings. Can’t meet on a Monday? We have a few who
would jump at a chance to lead an evening study, but we
have to know if there is a need. If you’d like a Bible Study
in the evening, be sure to let the church know.

The Worship Committee would love to have folks join
them on Sunday to sing or play

. . ((01" Wf/q,,
an instrument with them. Ask &
how and where you can be in- GOD'S HAND|WORK
volved if you are interested in created in ———
this, or there are many other
opportunities. c H RIS;I. 'l ESUS
Like to be in the kitchen? bdo
We have opportunities to serve GOOD WORKS
in the kitchen. We are looking

for someone to manage the
kitchen and help keep the refrigerators and freezer clean
and free from outdated items.

We have a women’s group that meets once a month for
ladies interested in fellowship and service to our commu-
nity, and there is an opportunity for fellowship on one Sat-
urday a month. Along with a women’s group, we have a
men’s group that meets once a month.

We have youth and children’s programs that would love
volunteers to teach, mentor, and participate.

This church has plenty of opportunities to serve and
participate. These are just a small portion of what Solid
Rock offers. As Pastor John says, if you have a calling and
it is not available, don’t be afraid to ask about getting
something started that you are interested in. Greeting,

(Continued on page 3)

Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ who worship passionately, love extravagantly, and witness boldly.



Happy New Year! Welcome 2026

By Becky Brown

Happy 2026! Sounds a bit strange. We have made it
through another year, and a new one is beginning. How do
you feel going into the New Year?

Some may be excited and energized, while others are a
bit hesitant. For years (many years ago), I was an Eeyore.
Do you remember Eeyore? Eeyore was a pessimistic,
gloomy, and melan-
cholic donkey. That
was me to a T! For

O Lord, let my
Neuy Yewwwww}w

several years, our lives be to

were complex, so get- follow you

ting through year to

year was challenging. an d(%l()OSEly

But, come New Year’s
Eve, that was different
and difficult for me. o
We had lived through

another challenging year; what would the next year bring?
I dreaded starting a new year because I couldn’t see what
it held or how it could get any worse.

Finally, God got through to me that it was all about
trusting Him. It was about fully relying on God at all times
in all ways. He even allowed me to invite frogs into my
life so I would always have a reminder.

“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for to-
day.” Matthew 6:34

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord.
“They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you

trust in your

a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

“So do not fear, I am with you; do not be dismayed, for
I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10

These and many more verses helped me to get past be-
ing an Eeyore. I looked back, and it was true: God had al-
ways been with me. Even in the difficult times when I
couldn’t imagine moving on, God helped me get through
them. He never left my side.

I started reading the Bible, putting my trust in Him,
praying daily, and staying focused on Him and not my cir-
cumstances.

The story of Peter walking on the water (Matthew 14:22
-33) had a significant impact on my life. As long as Peter
kept his eyes on Christ, he was fine, but when he took his
eyes off Christ and looked at the circumstances around
him, he began to fail and sink. I took that story to heart. I
intended to stay focused on Christ, not on my circum-
stances.

As we enter the New Year, let us each be Peter and fo-
cus on Christ, not our circumstances, or, like Peter, we will
fail. No one knows the unknown or what the future holds.
But let us embrace this New Year, focusing on Christ and
the plans He has for us with the confidence that Christ will
be at our side no matter what happens.
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Lord,
Whether | leave behind a year of joy or or“fmals and
difficulties, | pause to give thanks. y
Thank you for being with me every day
of every year.

Thank you for making all things new
and for giving me the grace or”r”resh
starts and new beginnings.

Remind me of your presence in the

days to come, even when | feel /\/@W 99”4 “/'9

pushed and rushed by busyness.
Be glorified in my life this year.
Amen.

—Heather C. King

November Financial Update

General Fund Contributions.........ceeeeeveeeeeeevveeeeennen. $22.682
General Fund Budgeted Disbursements.................. $13,444

‘ News for the October newsletter is due January 25
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(Continued from page 4)
was WAY out of his comfort zone and the greatest gift
that he thought would match the value of Penny’s gift.

I share this because if we have this type of belief sys-
tem in our gift giving, how do you deal with it when
someone out gives you? Do you scramble around to try to
match the value of the gift given to you? Do you feel
guilty if you can’t, at least, try to match the gift’s value?

Now, let’s look at specifically at Christmas. Not look-
ing at our earthly gifts that we give/receive from one an-
other — our focus is the gift that God gave us: Jesus Christ,
His Son. What are your thoughts now?

God gave us His Son to be our replacement for our
penalty for our sins. We could never do this for ourselves,
and we can never match what Christ gives us. However,
we can give Him our lives and live for Him. You might
have heard it said, “A life for a life...” and it seems
“right.” Have you ever thought that in the same way Jesus
gave us His life, we ought to also give Him our lives? Or
are we like those who are selfish and take God’s gift and
give Him nothing in return?

I believe that we have an obligation to God for ALL
that He’s done for us by offering our lives for His will to
be done on earth. That is an obligation I am doing my best
to live up to. No, I’m not trying to be like Sheldon — I
want to be like Christ by reflecting what He has done for
me. [ want to give my life for His purpose and His calling
on my life. I will never be able to match what He has done
for me, so, like Sheldon, I can only give Him all that I
have to bring a smile to His face — living for Him.

I pray that this brings you closer to God this holiday
season. And I hope it carries on for not just the holidays,
but for every day for the rest of your life. He lived for us,
now, let’s live for Him. God bless you all!

The Train

At birth we boarded the train and met our parents, and
we believe they will always travel by our side. However, at
some station our parents will step down from the train,
leaving us on this journey alone.

As time goes by, other people will board the train, and
they will be significant; i.e. siblings, friends, children, and
even the love of your life. Many will step down and leave a
permanent vacuum. Others will go so unnoticed that we
don’t realize they vacated their seats.

This train ride will be full of joy, sorrow, fantasy, expec-
tations, hellos, goodbyes, and farewells. Success consists
of having a good relationship with all passengers, requir-
ing that we give the best of ourselves.

The mystery to everyone is: We do not know at which
station we ourselves will step down. So, we must live in
the best way, love, forgive, and offer the best of who we
are. It is important to do this because when the time
comes for us to step down and leave our seat empty, we
should leave behind beautiful memories for those who will

continue to travel on the train of life.
—Submitted by Mary Ann Holmes

(Continued from page 1)
smiling, and welcoming all people to our church is a min-
istry in itself.

1 Peter 4:10, “Each of you should use whatever gift
you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms.”

Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s handiwork, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.”

Joshua 24:15, “ But as for me and my household, we
will serve the Lord.”

As the New Year begins, let each of us prayerfully seek
or participate in the ways we will serve God this year.

Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Thomas Dorsey, a jazz musician from Atlanta, made a
bold decision in 1926 to leave behind secular music and
devote his talent to writing songs for the Lord. But following
that call wasn'’t easy. During the Great Depression, many
church leaders criticized his soulful gospel style, calling it
“the devil’s music.” Dorsey later joked, “I got kicked out of
some of the best churches in the land.”

Then, in 1932, tragedy struck. While in St. Louis for a
revival, he received a telegram that his wife had died sud-
denly during childbirth. His faith was shaken to the core,
and grief nearly silenced him. Yet in his deepest sorrow,
Dorsey turned back to what he knew best — music. Out of
that heartbreak came one of the most beloved hymns of all
time:

“Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand.
I am tired, | am weak, | am worn...”

Dorsey’s song reminds us that even in our valleys, God
is near — guiding us, strengthening us, and using our pain
to comfort others who walk the same road.

Faith in Action

A Christian is someone who makes it easier for others to
believe in God — not through perfection, but through kind-
ness, grace and love in everyday life. When people see
Christ’'s compassion in us, they’re drawn closer to Him.
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Guitarist needed

We are needing another guitar player for praise band. If
you are passionate about worship and leading others with
music, if you can read a lead sheet or chord chart and
would like to play with the praise band, let us know. If you
are interested in playing occasionally, that’s fine too. We
warm up at 8:30 on Sundays, and have an occasional prac-
tice. Contact Marie DeWeese if you have an interest.



SDhepherding Moments

by Pastor John Boyanowski

Gift Exchange

With the Christmas season just taking place, I
have pondered a great deal on the “gift ex-
change” concept many of us fall into all the time
(It’s not just at Christmastime...). You know what I'm
talking about. A great illustration of this is found with the
TV series The Big Bang Theory:

The lead character, Sheldon Cooper, a geek of great
proportions, had an idea: It was Christmastime and he al-
ways struggled with gift giving. His thought was that he
would purchase gift baskets of various values and when
someone gave him a gift, he would simply go to his room,
get a gift basket of the same value of the gift given to him,
and then he wouldn’t feel bad for not having a gift of the
same value. Sounds simple, right? Isn’t that what many of
us do today with our gift exchanges?

Remember that I shared that he was a geek? Well,
Penny (another main character) had given a gift to Sheldon
that he never intended to receive: He thought his plan was

980¢

Xavn NV

foolproof and was ready for any gift Penny offered; well,
almost any gift...

Penny was at the time a waitress. She was working
when Sheldon’s idol of idols came in and she had waited
on him: Leonard Nimoy — Spock himself! Penny had
asked Leonard for an autograph and received it on a nap-
kin that Leonard had used (now it had his DNA on it). Re-
ceiving this gift, Sheldon went into his /
room and retrieved the largest gift bas-
ket and gave it to Penny. Penny look-
ing stunned by what Sheldon had
done, looked perplexed. Sheldon then (=¥
said to her, “What, isn’t that >
enough?”’ Looking more confused,
Penny’s face reflected even more N
confusion. Sheldon took the look as if she wasn t pleased
with the gift and he ran back into his room and retrieved
ALL the gift baskets and gave them all to her. Still trying
to make some sort of sense of this, Penny looked at her
boyfriend Leonard (not Leonard Nimoy) and was seeking
his help with the situation. Still feeling that he hadn’t
given her enough for the gift of the autograph/DNA nap-
kin, Sheldon gave what he thought was the greatest sacri-
fice: a hug (Sheldon shows no emotions). For him the hug

(Continued on page 3)
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Weekly Bible Study

Monday mornings at 10 a.m.

NOTE: Check the calendar
for any changes.

Stock the shelves in January

Solid Rock’s monthly food pantry challenge
EVENTS

Jelly
Hot Chocolate Boxes

Notice . @

‘ ! Thank you for all you do!
— A

Monetary gifts are always appreciated.

New year changes in the church office,

but always available to serve you. Join the Sunday Snack Team

We would love to have more  people
Pastor John office hours Mon-Thurs. 8:30-4:30
Jane office hours Mon-Wed. 8:30-4:30

sign up to provide snacks and drinks on

Sunday morning between Sunday
Call during office hours to 260-375-3873 if

/ : School and Worship. The more people
you need prayer requests or help with anything. signe d up the fewer Sun days you nee d
After hour needs or .1;r.ayer request; to contribute. It is a great way to have
text or call and leave a message for fellowship with all who come through
Pastor John at 260-580-8305.

the line and you also get to hear a lot of
stories, which are the best.....

el /g

i ,  Let the office know if you would like to
WA RREN r be a part of the team!
Professi
rofessional Park
4 PARKVIEW 470 BENNETT DR. i
PHYSICIANS GROUP SUITE B

it el IR h Thank you to the Boxell Family

ASH[IH RI][EK c[:!II!I!I}H : 485 BENNETT DR. i

BLUFFTON MEDICAL
GROUP

—  In memory of Curly Boxell we have been
SRS Ve gifted a new church sign on the
Professional Park entrance.

We are very appreciative.
Your Solid Rock Church Family




January Helpers 5] )

Vousttsts © 9
[ Hovpors |
Liturgists Mﬂﬁﬂﬁ. Rel’nnal’lt HOUSC
4 Stacy Wiley S Angel Tree Update
11 Mindy Rid :
18 Billis Horrell-Jackson A big shout out to those who
25 Debb Smitley participated in the Angel Tree
this year. Between 2 churches
Greeter we helped 27 kids have a

brighter Christmas this year.
4 John & Marsha Boyanowski

11 Marg Bentley .
18 Mike & Rita Bolinger Blessings to All!

25 Dave & Jorita Banter

Nursery 10 a.m.

4 Brenda Conner
11 Lyvonne Nightenhelser

18 Libby Wiley
25 LeAnn Buzzard Q
G\
[6)
Children’s S. S. Teachers (&~ (3\“’
4 Brenda Conner
11 Jazmine Plummer HAvaB,”‘
18 Marie DeWeese - o
25 Marie DeWeese
1/1 Darrell Blaiar 1/15 Jackie Blinn
Snacks Gordon Cocklin Jeremy Rogers
) 1/3  Pauline Adsit Brad Myers
4 Dave & Jorita Banter 1/4  George Kriegbaum Haley Bolinger-Hope
11 Brenda Conner Adaira Stockman 1/17 Bill Boxell
18 Charles-Shirley Ternet & Dave-Wanda Spahr 1/6 Phil Decker 1/21 Brandon Bolinger
25 Robert & Marie DeWeese Jennifer McDaniel 1/23 Dave Spahr
1/7  Allison Voght 1/24 Billie Horrell-Jackson
Acolytes 1/9 Rochelle DeHaven Jessca Bendorf
1/11 Becky Campbell Nathan Campbell
4 Malcolm Voght & Kalin Elliot 1/14 Sharon Arivett 1/27 Keeli Elliot
11 Lily Lichtenberger & Kerrigan Goodspeed 1/28 Becky Parker
18 Kaley Campbell & Kinley Goodspeed 1/31 Marg Bentley

25 Kalin Elliot & Paizley Nightenhelser

I guess everyone thought it
was either to cold, to tired
or no money left from all the
holidays; as we have no
anniversaries in January

Please contact the church office at
375-3873 by Thursday prior to Sunday, if you are
unable to do any above activities.

7 &= &
@ @

\y// —

Solid Rock Participating Dates at the
Bread of Life Food Pantry for 2026
January 21, March4 April15 May 27

July 8 Aug. 19  Sept. 30  Nov. 11
Dec. 21

)

Special Music Talent

y
|

If you or anyone you know has a
musical talent please invite them to
share their joy with us on Sunday.
Either call the office or let Marie
DeWeese know. Thank you!



Sat¢

New Year’s Eve.....
Please be safe and
bring in the new
year with Joy!

4

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Worship Service 10 a.m
Communion

Rock Solid Youth 6 - 8 p.m.

5

Bible Study 10 a.m.

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m.

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m.

6

Sign Language 10 a.m.
Widows Care & Share 2 p.m.

10

Men’s Fellowship 8 a.m.

11

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Worship Service 10 a.m
Rock Solid Youth 6 - 8 p.m.

12

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m.

13

Sign Language 10 a.m.

14

15

16

Card Ministry 5:30 p.m.

17

18

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Worship Service 10 a.m
Rock Solid Youth 6 - 8 p.m.

19

Bible Study 10 a.m.

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m.

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m.

20

Sign Language 10 a.m.
Widows Care & Share 2 p.m.

Staff Pastor Parish Mtg 6 p.m.

Ad Council Mtg 7 p.m.

21

22

23

24

Church Reserved

25

Sunday School 9 a.m.

Worship Service 10 a.m.

February Birthdays-Anniversaries
Newsletter Info due Gary W.
Rock Solid Youth 6 - 8 p.m.

26

Bible Study 10 a.m.

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m.

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m.

27

Sign Language 10 a.m.

28

29

30

31

Ladies Fellowship @
SonRise Bakery 8:30 a.m.




SOLID ROCK PRAYER REQUESTS

Other
Abortion - Addiction - All Missions - Bargain Basement - Our Nation & Leaders - Missionaries - Local Churches - Solid Rock Ministries

Bread of Life Food Pantry - WAMA - Healthcare Providers & First Responders - Schools and Educational Leaders - Our Service Men & Women

Cluster Churches and Pastors
Liberty Center Community/Rev. Diane Samuels - Bluffton First UMC/Rev. Sherrie Drake - Markle Riverside John 3:16/Pastor Dan First
Epworth UMC Bluffton/Pastor Marlene Ellis - Ossian UMC/Rev. David Herr - Lancaster Chapel UMC/Pastor Dewey Miller - Boehmer UMC/Pastor Steve Neviu

Petroleum Community/Rev. Greg Andrews - Poneto Faith Community/Pastor Roy Nevil - Solid Rock/Pastor John Boyanowski

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT
HEAR OUR PRAYERS.

Prayers for Health & Healing

Mike Carey Jerry Kline Lisa Schirver Unspoken

Sue Carpenter J.W. Lattimer Tom Tallman Silent Struggles
April Fraley Little Scarlet Lisa Shriver

Janice Highley Doris McCune Eric Snively

LaTishia Horrell Kevin Pitzer Mike Vogleman

Mary Ann Jackson Mandy Ramsey Kyle Williams

Shirley Wohlford

Please let the office know if someone listed above is doing better and can
be moved to prayers answered or if someone needs added
for prayers of health and healing.

Heritage Pointe Prayers Answered

Darrell Blair Dee Pattison
Jim & Jackie Blinn Dale & Norma Smith

Jessica Bendorf

Kiara Bowers
Bill Boxell Doris Souers

Pat Boxell Alyce Tinkle
Rochelle DeHaven Carolyn Winters

Phil Brown
Jen Bloom

Bette Scribner
Don Douglas




Solid Rock Daily Prayer Card for January 2026

Prayer is the greatest, simplest privilege of our lives as believers.
Thank you for continuing to pray for Solid Rock. Following are some special requests:

Father God, we begin this New Year with the hopes for new and positive changes in our lives. We often ask You
for making these changes for us and to give us what we desire. We ask that You give us the attitude and the
passion to make the changes according to Your will and infinite wisdom. Help us to make our relationship with
You our top priority and to desire more intimacy with the One who created us. Thank You for Your grace and
peace. May we live for You more this year than we did last year. In Thy Name we pray, Amen.

Precious Jesus, renew the passion and the splendor of when we first met and how we felt so close to one another.
Over the years, some of us have lost that joy and intimacy with You. Come find us and return us to Your fold. We
long to have You in our lives and we need You to guide us throughout the rest of our lives. Please come and show
us what we miss when we are too busy for time with You. May this year bring us closer to You. In Christ Name,
Amen.

Blessed Holy Spirit, please be the Light that shine within us and help us to guide others to know who You are and
how they can receive You in their lives. Help us to not just hope that someone will bring others to You; make us
ache to bear witness to the saving grace we receive because You have shown us who You are, who the Father is
and His love, and Jesus is and the great sacrifice He became for us. We love and adore You. Light out path as we
walk side-by-side with You. In the precious Name of God we pray, Amen.

Sweet Trinity, we surrender this year to Your will for us. Make us faithful to Your leading. Help us to fulfill Your
calling on our lives. Please bless us and our families, and may we all come together as one body to work together
for Your glory and honor. We are blessed to have You as our God, and we thank You for Your great love. May
Your will be our desire. Thank You for all You do. In the blessed Name of the Trinity, Amen.
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Jesus said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread
for these people to eat?” Philip answered that

eight months’ wages wouldn’t buy a bite for each one.

Use the code a=C ) 0= @
to fill the =
blanks. @

e=0J = DO

Jesus took the ioaves and fish, gave
thanks and distributed them to the people.
‘What happened?

Add or subtract letters to fill the blanks.
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Andrew said,

F-4 c-2 P+3 M2 B+3 W3 L+7

J2 -4 G-1 V-2 Q2 X2 D+ V-4
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