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Solid Rock Church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ and spread scriptural holiness in our community and beyond. 

Mission Focus: Solid Rock Church 
 By Becky Brown 

 
 This month, I want us to share a local mission that is 
important to all of us: our church’s mission. When we 
think of missions, we think of missionaries or mission 
groups, sometimes local or more often worldwide. I want 
to challenge your thinking. 
 The church’s mission is to make disciples and to share 
the gospel with others. That is often 
the case with missionaries or mission 
cases. In both cases, missions and 
missionaries are called to help others 
come to know Christ, to live through 
Christ, and to trust God in all ways. 
 The missions we support all do 
the same things, just in different 
ways or settings. The church is no 
different. When we give to missions 
or to a certain missionary, it is often 
to help them with daily expenses so 
they can get the word out. In years past, as a child, I would 
often hear missionaries who came to our church for a 
yearly support talk say that the money we gave them 
would go toward living or travel expenses so they could 
share the gospel of Jesus Christ. I sometimes think we 
have lofty ideas that our money will go toward some out-
standing project or cause, and sometimes it does. Other 
times it is to help keep the missions or missionaries doing 
their thing. 
 The church is no different. We are in missions as well; 
we don’t think about it or focus on that aspect of the 
church. We think of church as a building, and that building 
has expenses. We think that when the finance committee 
asks for money, they are asking for help with keeping the 
building open or with daily expenses. But if we change our 
mindset to see our church as a missionary in the local 
community, it changes our perspective. Like any mission 
organization, it needs monetary donations to keep the mis-
sion going. 
 It’s a matter of choice. Do we think of our church as 
just a building, or do we think of our building as a mission, 
with our mission field being the community? 
 As mission chairperson, I am asking each of you to 
think of our church as a mission. As with all the other mis-

sions we support, I encourage you to give to the mission of 
the church so we can reach our community, make disci-
ples, and share the gospel with others. 

Solid Rock Card Ministry 
 By Becky Brown 
 
 Once a month on a Sunday morning you will hear an 
announcement about the Card Ministry meeting Friday at 
5:30 p.m. Some of you know what it is; others may not 
know what it is or what they do. Is it a bunch that gets to-
gether and plays cards? No, is the simple answer.  
 The card ministry started over 20 years ago. It was 
formed in the early to mid 2000s. Barb Preston was the 
originator of this ministry, and between 10 and 12 women 
came and participated. 
 I am not sure when, but Linda (McDaniel) Howell took 
over. One of the card club’s missions is to ensure each 
child has a sponsor who will support them through college 
graduation. The levels of support vary depending on the 
child and the sponsor. What happens is that, many times 
throughout the year, a sponsor is 
given a packet of greeting cards 
to send to their child. These 
greeting cards are unique and 
special because the card ministry 
makes them and then passes 
them out to the sponsors. 
 The second part of this mis-
sion is that greeting cards are 
made and sold in the church to 
anyone who needs one. You can find birthday, hello, 
thinking of you, anniversary, sympathy, and get-well cards 
on display in the hallway that leads to the church office 
across from the restrooms. Please, if you have not stopped 
by to look and purchase, do so.  
 So the card ministry that meets one Friday a month at 
5:30 is women of the church who like to get together to 
make cards, eat dinner, and laugh a lot. Do you need this 
talent to join us? The simple answer is no. It does not take 
any talent or gift to do the things we do. You can come 
and cut paper, glue, cut out items, or do any number of 
things. The women will find something you can do. It is 

(Continued on page 2) 
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News for the September newsletter is due August 23 

June Financial Update 
 

General Fund Contributions .................................... $17,712 
General Fund Budgeted Disbursements .................. $24,352 
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OUR VISION 
We seek to be a Christ-centered church family where 
every person is equipped to discover and to use their 

God-given gifts to serve and share God’s love. 

about being with one another, creating relationships while 
doing missions. 
 Approximately eight women come together to make 
cards to sell and have some fun. We are always looking 
for women (or men) who would like to join us. We order 
out, pause to eat dinner and have conversation, and then 
we continue after dinner. Once or twice a year, we go out 
on an excursion. 
 Linda’s passing was a true loss to the ministry. In her 
honor, we have kept her memory alive and moving for-
ward. Marsha Boyanowski and Shari Blinn have been the 
leaders of this group since Linda’s passing.  
 As one of the newer members, I encourage you to 
come and check it out. The fellowship, the conversation, 
and the work we do are worth giving up an evening.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Carried and Called to Follow 
 
 Jesus the Good Shepherd is one of Christianity’s most 
endearing images. Scenes of 
Jesus holding a small lamb 
bring comfort during times of 
trouble, reminding us of God’s 
tender care when we are weak or 
hurting. In those moments, we are 
grateful to be carried. 
 Yet this image also points to a 
deeper truth. The Shepherd’s role is 
not only to carry the lamb, but to lead 
the flock. When we are restored and 
strengthened, we are called to rise, to walk and to follow 
where He leads. 

 God meets us in our need with compassion, but He also 
calls us forward with purpose. The same hands that lift us 
up also guide us on the path ahead. 
 There is a time to be carried, and there is a time to fol-
low. 

A Repair for Brokenness 
 
 Our lives are marked by brokenness, including broken 
relationships, broken promises, and broken expectations. 
Left unattended, these fractures 
can quietly shape us, harden-
ing into bitterness or resent-
ment. 
 How do we live with 
such brokenness without 
losing heart? We return, 
again and again, to God’s 
faithful presence. In Him, we 
find not only comfort but restora-
tion. God does not ignore what is 
broken. He meets us in it, gently mending what we place 
in His hands and reshaping what feels beyond repair. 
 Scripture reminds us, “He heals the brokenhearted and 
binds up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3, NIV). What we can-
not fix on our own, God is able to restore in His time and in 
His way. 
 Henri Nouwen, a Dutch Catholic priest, professor and 
spiritual writer, often spoke of this sacred return, the daily 
turning back to God where healing begins and hope is 
renewed. In His presence, our brokenness is not wasted. 
It becomes the very place where grace takes root and new 
life begins. 

• Accept forgiveness from God and put your sin behind 

you. It is not our business to remember what God has 
forgotten. 

• Freedom fails when people decide that it is their right 

to take and not to give. 
—Stanley Maxwell  
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faithful. I can say that I’m learning to see God’s point of 
view in this matter. His way is far greater than anything I 
can try to control. 
     But it’s not just my life that I’m observing; I am look-
ing at the lives of others: family, friends, the congregation, 
the community, the world around me. Common trends I 
am beginning to see are as follows: 

• Self will vs. God’s will – More and more, people are 
more focused on what they want more than seeing 
what God is desiring for them. Everyone goes through 
this once in a while; however, I am seeing more peo-
ple staying in this mindset and neglecting/rejecting 
God’s will for them. Putting family/friends, vocations, 
finances, events, hobbies, possessions, philosophies 
and more first are pushing out the ability to see God’s 
will and desire for intimacy with us. 

• Anger towards God – Maybe there was a time that 
we believe God has abandoned us or that God hasn’t 
provided what we wanted/when we wanted/how we 
wanted things to go. If His will goes against the grain 
of our will, then obviously God doesn’t really care for 
us. God does care for us and that’s why He sometimes 
says “no.” He knows what is needed; even when we 
can’t or refuse to see for ourselves. 

• Worldly focus – Let’s be real, the world has a great 
deal to offer. There’s a great deal of things that are fun 
and enjoyable. We are conditioned to look for gratifi-
cation any way possible. This interferes with many 
things: our families suffer from our absences as we 
pursue these worldly desires and goals. Our faith walk 
suffers as we concentrate on what the world says is 
important to “make it” in life. Many have sought and 
obtained these earthly goals only to discover that it 
was never enough and that the cost of their pursuit 
was too much. 

• “Organized Religion” dysfunction – It might not be 
a “God issue” but more of a “religion issue”: the or-
ganized church has either hurt/abused its people; 
maybe they had a conflict with the pastor/clergy, 
members of the congregation might not have been 
kind to them. Things like political/religious points of 
view conflict or challenge their points of view, or sim-
ply the Scriptural identification of sin goes against 
their interpretation of what sin is/isn’t causes people 
to abort organized religion. 

 
     These being said, I want to now ask you the question: 
What’s more important than your relationship with God? 

My faith journey has proven to me that there’s no greater 
importance than my relationship with God: not my family, 
friends, vocation, hobbies, possessions, notorieties, or 
anything of this world. I am still learning this truth and I 

(Continued from page 4) am working daily to get closer to God in every way possi-
ble. 
     The other Sunday, I preached on the importance of hav-
ing our heart aching for the souls of others; not in a judg-
mental manner, but in one that is truly concerned about 
those on our hearts getting to know the joy of our salvation 
in Christ Jesus. I notice the empty pews and chairs and 
wonder, Lord, why are people not drawing close to You 

anymore? What is capturing the attention of Your people 

to long for the things of this world more than intimacy with 

You? It’s not just a single church denomination that is ex-
periencing this trend – the things of this world continue to 
seduce people away from God. How do we confront this? 
     We must determine what is more important to us. Is our 
relationship with God the most important thing in our lives 
or is it the things of this world? I can’t answer this question 
for you; that’s between you and God. And God knows our 
hearts: we can convince others that our relationship with 
God is important, but do our actions reveal a different 
truth?  
     Maybe growing old is a good thing, but I pray that we 
learn this truth at any stage of our lives: we’re not prom-
ised our next breath and it’s too late should we die before 
we have the realization of the importance of our relation-
ship with God. Seek Him while He can still be found! 
Don’t be like the rich man who walked away from Jesus 
because he placed his hope in the things of this world more 
than the way of Christ. Be blessed.  

Christian Symbol: Sunflower 
 
 The sunflower, a symbol of faithfulness and devotion, 
represents a life turned toward God. Just as the flower 
follows the sun, believers are called to 
seek the light of Christ and remain 
focused on Him. 
 Its bright bloom reflects the joy 
and glory of God’s presence, 
while its steady growth points to a 
life rooted in faith. The many 
seeds of the sunflower can also 
symbolize spiritual fruitfulness. 
 In Christian symbolism, the sunflower 
reminds us to remain steadfast, to seek God daily and to 
reflect His light in all we do. 

Fall Bazaar—Save the Date! 
 
 The 2026 Solid Rock Fall Bazaar 
will be held on November 7, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
the church. There will be vendors 
and lunch will be served. Watch for 
further details! 



 

What’s More Important? 
 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his right-

eousness, and all these things will be added to 

you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomor-

row, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for 

the day is its own trouble. - Matthew 6:33-34; ESV 
 
     Recently, I’ve been taking inventory of many things: 
my faith walk, personal health, possessions I have, what 
possessions I don’t really need, goals I want to achieve, 
relationships with my family and friends, relationships I 
wish I had, my ministry, my purpose, my legacy (is it what 
I want or is it one I desire to change?), and so on. Some 
might think that it’s part of getting old and we begin to 
ponder such things… maybe… 
     I believe it’s much more than this: I think it’s more 
about what I consider to be important and the order in 
which I place it. Is it where I desire to have it? Is it what 
order that God desires for me? What things do I control 

and refuse God to interfere? What things should I give 
God complete control over and refuse myself from inter-
fering? 
     I am discovering that the older I get, the less that I de-
sire to have control over or possess. I am currently begin-
ning to “downsize” some of 
my possessions. I am also 
downsizing the demands on 
my life in various ways – 
learning to say “No” or 
“Not now” or saying “Yes” 
when someone asks to help. 
     God is teaching me what 
is important in life. For 
years till present, I have 
worked hard for the things 
that would give me what I 
needed to raise my family, 
to earn finances to provide 
the necessities for the fam-
ily and others (and being transparent, for things they/I 
wanted) and trying to be one that was much like Frank 
Sinatra sang, “I did it MY way.” Yes, I try to be obedient 
to God, but my humanity interferes with my desire to be 

(Continued on page 3) 

Shepherding Moments 
by Pastor John Boyanowski 

P.O. Box 322  •  Warren, IN 46792 



    

    8/1 Nick & Caroline Krinn 

   8/4 Jon & Allison Voght 

   8/12 Dave & Bonnie Meyers 

   8/24 Greg & Becky Brown 

   8/27 Brady & Tiffany Booher 

                                                                                                                          

    August Helpers 
 
   Liturgist 
 
          2    Jane Hitzfield 
          9    Billie Horrell-Jackson 
        16    Debb Smitley 
        23    Stacy Bentley 
        30    Mindy Rider 
          
   Greeter 
       
          2    Gordon-Martina Cocklin 
          9    Brenda Conner 
        16    Larry-Pat Davis 
        23    Andy-Kodi Elliot 
        30    Robert-Marie DeWeese 
 
   Nursery 10 a.m. 
 
          2    Addy Wiley 
          9    Jane Hitzfield 
        16    Libby Wiley 
        23    Lyvonne Nightenhelser 
        30    Brenda Conner 
         
   Children’s S. S. Teachers  
 
          2    Jazmine Plummer    
          9    Brenda Conner 
        16    Jazmine Plummer 
        23    Marie DeWeese 
        30    Jazmine Plummer 
                                                                         
   Snacks  
      
          2    Breann Kratzer 
          9    Jon-Allison Voght 
        16    Greg-Becky Brown 
        23    Robert-Marie DeWeese 
        30    Tim Kane & Jessica Bendorf 
 
    Acolytes 
  
          2    Malcolm Voght & Blake Craig 
          9    Kaley Campbell & Kinley Goodspeed 
        16    Kalin Elliot & Paizley Nightenhelser 
        23    Lily Lichtenberger & Kerrigan Goodspeed 
        30    Blake Craig & Malcolm Voght 

 

   8/6 Emily Oke 

   8/7 Carter Blinn 

   8/8 Breann Kratzer 

   8/10 Steve Buzzard 

   8/11 Andy Elliot 

   8/13 Mandy Bordeaux 

   8/16 Reid Blinn 

   8/17 Liz Rider 

   8/18 Michelle Schweikhardt 

   8/21 Jackie Wolfe 

  Max Spahr 

   8/23 Kodi Elliot 

 Jazmine Plummer 

   8/24 Larry Davis 

 Hudson Bolinger 

   8/26 Lois Spahr 

 Viki Bonewitz 

   8/30 Noreen Preston 



 

 
Stock the shelves in August                                                                                                                 

Solid Rock’s monthly food pantry challenge 

 
 Donate all extra produce from your gardens! 

     
+ + + +  

 

               Thank you for all you do! 

  Monetary gifts are always appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and fellowship  

2nd Saturday each month 8 a.m. 

at Solid Rock Church. 

All men welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

  and fellowship 
 

Last Saturday of each month  

8:30 a.m. at SonRise Bakery   

All women welcome! 

   

 

 

 

August 9th, 4-6 p.m.  
 

Ages Kindergarten through 4th Grade  

Invite your friends! 
 

LIGHT DINNER PROVIDED 

 

Morning Bible Study Group 
 

 Monday mornings  

at 10 a.m. 

led by Marsha Boyanowski 

OUTSIDE SERVICE!! 
 

August 16th at 10 a.m.  

weather permitting. 

 Bring a chair, blanket or ride your 

 golf cart.  You can also sit inside of 

the Fellowship Hall. 

Bring an umbrella for the sun! 

 

Evening Bible Study 
…………... 

Wednesday evenings 
beginning  

August 12 at 6 p.m. 
studying 

the book of Hebrews 
 

Led by Pastor John 

 

           CARD MINISTRY 
 

         Birthday cards 1/2 off 
 

          Stock up ! 



                 August                
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Communion 

Rock Solid Youth  

             6:30-8:30 p.m. 

3 

Bible Study 10 a.m. 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m. 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

4 

Sign Language 10 a.m. 

Little Rockers Parents 

             Call-Out Mtg. 6 p.m. 

5 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

6 7 8 

Men’s Fellowship 8 a.m.  

9 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Kids Club 4-6 p.m. 

10 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m. 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

Faith Circle 7 p.m. 

11 

Sign Language 10 a.m. 

12 

Bible Study 6 p.m. 

      (Book of Hebrews) 

13 

S.O.S. 7 p.m. 

14 15 

16 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Outside Worship Service  

     10 a.m. (weather permitting) 

Rock Solid Youth  6-8:30 p.m. 

         “back-in-school party” 

17 

Bible Study 10 a.m. 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m. 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

18 

Sign Language 10 a.m. 

??? Little Rockers practice ??? 

19 

Solid Rock works at the 

        Food Pantry 2-4 p.m. 

Bible Study 6 p.m. 

      (Book of Hebrews) 

20 21 

Card Ministry 5:30 p.m.  

22 

23 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Newsletter Info. Due 

24 

Bible Study 10 a.m. 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m. 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

Faith Circle 7 p.m. 

25 26 

Bible Study 6 p.m. 

      (Book of Hebrews) 

27 28 29 

Ladies Breakfast at 

      SonRise Bakery 8:30 a.m. 

30 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Sept. birthdays-Anniversaries 

Rock Solid Youth  

             6:30-8:30 p.m. 

31 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

 

     



SOLID ROCK PRAYER REQUESTS 

Other 

        Abortion - Addiction - All Missions - Bargain Basement - Our Nation & Leaders - Missionaries - Local Churches - Solid Rock Ministries  

Bread of Life Food Pantry - WAMA - Healthcare Providers & First Responders - Schools and Educational Leaders - Our Service Men & Women

Please let the office know if someone listed above is doing better and can 
be moved to prayers answered or if someone needs added                                    

for prayers of health and healing. 

 

Heritage Pointe 

Cluster Churches and Pastors 

Liberty Center Community/Rev. Diane Samuels - Bluffton First UMC/Rev. Sherrie Drake - Markle Riverside John 3:16/Pastor Dan First  

Epworth UMC Bluffton/Pastor Marlene Ellis - Ossian UMC/Rev. David Herr - Lancaster Chapel UMC/Pastor Dewey Miller - Boehmer UMC/Pastor Steve Neviu 

Petroleum Community/Rev. Greg Andrews  - Poneto Faith Community/Pastor Roy Nevil - Solid Rock/Pastor John Boyanowski 

Darrell Blair 

Jim & Jackie Blinn 

Bill Boxell 

Pat Boxell 

Mary Clark 

Rochelle DeHaven 

Don Douglas 

                                         

   Prayers for Health & Healing 

 Prayers Answered 

 
Dee Pattison 

Norma Smith 

Doris Souers 

Wanda Spahr 

Alyce Tinkle 

Carolyn Winters 

 

Lyvonne Nightenhelser 

Mike Vogleman 

Tiffany Booher 

Mike Carey 

Sue Carpenter 

Matthew Carpenter 

Pam Cloud 

Steve Cress 

 

 

Steve Cress 

LaTishia Horrell 

Mary Ann Jackson 

George Keplinger 

Harold Plasterer 

Julie Prout 

 

 

 

 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT     

HEAR OUR PRAYERS.HEAR OUR PRAYERS.HEAR OUR PRAYERS.HEAR OUR PRAYERS.    

Carlie Thompson 

Lou Ellen Vetor 

Ron Wartzok 

Kyle Williams 

 

All unspoken 

Mandy Ramsey 

Thea Rose 

Kim Shaw 

Eric Snively 

Rick Swope 

Tom Tallman 

 

 

 



    
 
              Solid Rock Daily Prayer Card for August 2026 
                                              Prayer is the greatest, simplest privilege of our lives as believers. 

                        Thank you for continuing to pray for Solid Rock.   Following are some special requests: 
 
 
 

• Father God, in Your Sovereignty, guide us and keep us from straying from Your will.  We tend to get busy and    
justify our actions for being distracted from Your will and desire to commune with us; please help us to see time 
with You in the same ways we seek time with one another - only increase our desire to have time with You.  Help 
us to long for Your touch, desire to hear Your voice, and to see You each and every day.  Make our desires Your 
desires and may we grow in love together like we once did.  In Your holy Name we pray, Amen. 

• Sweet Jesus, You have given everything for us, how can we ever repay You for Your sacrifice and love?  By          
accepting You as Savior and Lord, to submit to Your will, and to follow Your example.  You never force Yourself on 
anyone; we have free-will.  Help us to freely choose You and to follow wherever You lead, to freely serve You, and 
to worship Your holy Name.  May we never experience a day with out experiencing You in that day.  We love You 
and honor You with all we are.  Blessed be the Name above all names. Amen.  

• Precious Holy Spirit, we honor You for the ways You lead us and guide us to the Throne of Grace.  Thank You for 
opening our eyes to see God, to know Jesus Christ intimately, and for being our intercessor of prayer when we 
haven’t the words to say.  You know us intimately and You pray for us even when we don’t know our need for 
prayer.  Please continue to bring us to God.  Convict us as needed and help us to turn away from ANYTHING that 
tries to separate us from God.  Glory to Your Name, Amen.  

• Almighty Trinity, thank You for working together to bring us back to the purpose we were created; to fellowship 
with God and to worship freely You and Your ways.  Keep us focused on the goal more so than the journey.  Help 
us to finish the race and to press on to the goal of being with You for all eternity.  Draw us close that we might be 
called Your children.  We love and adore You.  Glory be to You alone. Amen. 

 

  
 
 
 
 






