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Operation Christmas Child 
 
 We are collecting shoeboxes to send to children over-
seas. This project is a hands-on way for you to bless chil-
dren in need across the world by filling shoeboxes with 
toys, personal care items, school sup-
plies and fun gifts.  There are boxes 
at the church with lists of what 
items to put in them for girls 
and boys. If you don’t like to 
shop, you can go online to 
www.samaritanspurse.org and 
pack a box for $25.00, or con-
tact LeAnn Buzzard and she 
will get items for you.     
 November 8th, we will have a packing party after 
church to fill boxes with items that you have.  November 
15th is the last Sunday that we will be collecting boxes as 
they have to be turned in on the 16th. 

Dave Banter, A Story to Tell 
 By Becky Brown 

 
 In the Solid Rock family, we have a variety of interest-
ing, talented men and women who have journeyed through 
this life in various ways. This is a story of another quiet 
man who has led a long and interesting life. You can even 
say he was a leader of the pack in his day. 
 On this day, I interviewed Dave Banter, who was part 
of the Banter Brothers tractor pulling team. I started out 
asking Dave how he got into tractor pulling. It seems his 
dad was a tractor puller and won the state title. As a 14-
year-old, Dave got interested in tractor pulling himself 
with his brothers. They did the old-style pulling. If you 
could pull only 15 feet, you would stop, and they would 
measure it. They would do a percentage, and that is how 
they determined the winner. They often took what they 
had and used it for tractor pulling, using his dad’s me-
chanical instincts. Dave’s brothers, Ira and Ralph, were the 
ones who could figure things out. Ira and Ralph were the 
two oldest, and Michael and Dave were the two youngest 
of the boys. As the years went on, they moved to garden 
tractors and did that for a couple of years. That was about 
the time he was getting out of high school. 
 After high school, his dad and Ira had a construction 

company and built homes. After two to three years, his  
brother Mike came home from the Army, and they started 
up their own construction company. At one point, he was 
farming for his mother-in-law, doing construction, and 
tractor pulling. For the last 15 years 
in tractor pulling, he went full-
time. He started tractor pulling in 
the 1970s. They went all over do-
ing tractor pulling, even as far as 
Ohio. Each pull seemed to have its 
own rules. 
 During this time, Dave and 
Mike got with another guy to see 
about getting an organization go-
ing. They wanted to make it so that 
no matter where you went, you 
pulled with the same rules. This 
was the start of NTPA, which stands for National Tractor 
Pull Association. It originated in Illinois, and many of the 
first pullers to sign up were from Illinois. Finally, when 
Dave signed up, he was the 45th puller to join. 
 He paused here to tell me he started out in Banquo and 
then built a building at LaFontaine where they worked 
from. He also told me that at this point Ralph was the me-
chanic and Dave was the driver. When school wasn’t go-
ing on, his son Steve helped out and went with him. Steve 
helped out when he could. 
 A tractor they named Old Brown was the one that got 
them going. They weren’t as particular with names and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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News for the December newsletter is due November 22 

September Financial Update 
 

General Fund Contributions .................................... $10,138 
General Fund Budgeted Disbursements .................. $17,583 
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OUR VISION 
We seek to be a Christ-centered church family where 
every person is equipped to discover and to use their 

God-given gifts to serve and share God’s love. 

colors as some of the others. Because the tractor was 
brown, the name Ole Brown was created. I believe he said 
it had three engines. They built another, and it was orange, 
so they called it Orange. The tractors weighed up to 7,200 
lbs. That was one of the class weights. 
 When he joined NTPA, he won a lot. His first win was 
in Terre Haute, Indiana. NTPA 
was getting pretty big. He won 
point champions. He won 27 
times. He pulled everywhere 
he could. The most engines he 
had on a tractor was seven. He 
did this for 32-33 years. He 
was the one who won the most 
championships back then. 
Some years he would pull as 
many as 52 pulls. Sometimes 
he didn’t even make it home 
between tractor pulls, going 
from one to another. One year he received the Hooker of 
the Year award. You would receive a traveling trophy. 
One year, Golden Harvest, a seed corn company, gave 
Ralph and Dave a trip to Hawaii, all expenses paid. Their 
two wives got to go with them for a full week. 
 He won 22 Grand National Titles. The Banter Brothers 
were compared to Richard Petty. They got the NTPA 
started, kept it going, and won many titles. In the 1980s, 
they started the super pulls. About 15 men wanted to start 
the super pulls. They wanted the NTPA to join them in the 
super pulls. They were going to start paying out $50,000 
for a win. But the NTPA thought it wouldn’t succeed and 
declined to join them. Their first one was indoors in Indi-

(Continued from page 1) anapolis. They had to come up with a club or start one. 
Indiana State had one.  He was President at the time, and 
they knew him. They called him down to share ideas on 
the super pull with them. They voted it down also. They 
had it, and it was a success. NTPA wanted to join them 
after the success, but Dave turned them down.  Dave was 
with ITPA (Indiana Tractor Pull) for 18 years. Dave won 

more super pulls than anyone out 
there. To get to the super pull, 
you had to pull all year and have 
a certain number of points. Ohio 
had a point winner, Indiana had a 
point winner, Illinois had win-
ners, as did California. 
 In 1999, Dave was voted 
into the Hall of Fame in Las Ve-
gas. Dave retired in 1996. His 
last pull was in Inwood, Canada. 
By then, he was pretty much 
worn out and did not win this 

time. By this time, many changes had been made to the 
tractors to make them competitive. He was 50 when he 
retired. 
 He has made friends all over. He remembers one young 
man in Hamburg, New York, who came to the State Fair 
with his dad. His Dad had a sawmill at the fair. Dave got 
him to help him over the years. 
He had several 6-engine tractors he liked. He had to redo  
the 7-engine tractor three times before he ever took it out. 
 He is no longer involved in the NTPA, but is still in-
volved in antique tractor pulling. They generally have 12 a 
year. He and his brother Ira are still involved. He has won 
championships in antique tractor pulling. His brother has 
won more in this area than Dave. 
 Dave told many heartwarming stories while I was there.  
Through the years, they built 31 tractors. They would sal-
vage what they could and throw the rest away. They would 

(Continued on page 3) 
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And the number one Top 10 Reasons for Attending and/or 
Joining Church is… 

• 1) What else do we have better to do? 
 
     We had a little fun with this Top Ten List, but in all 
seriousness, there truly is good reason for us to attend 
church and to join a church. If we look at the church in the 
book of Acts chapter 2, we see a wonderful depiction of 
how a church should interact with one another and how it 
is to love and support each of its 
members as they work towards serv-
ing God and the calling that they 
have from God. The church body is 
to grow in grace and mercy, being 
able to share love and compassion to 
the world around them, to help meet 
the needs of the community and be-
yond, and most importantly, to make 
disciples who will serve God with all 
of their heart. 
     We live in a time were church attendance and member-
ship are declining, where we are seeing more churches 
close their doors more than the churches that are opening 
their doors, pastors and ministers leaving their ministry for 
various reasons and not having anyone to fill the void that 
they leave behind. Most importantly, we see people hav-
ing less of a relationship with God because they seek their 
own desires or believe that all roads lead to God and that 
everybody gets into heaven. As believers in Christ, know-
ing that the Bible is the authoritative Word of God, and 
believing in the Trinity, we know and believe that there is 
only one way unto the Father (God), which is Jesus Christ. 
This world needs to know and understand that good works 
are not enough, being a good person is not enough, doing 
more good than we do bad is not enough to remove our 
sins. Jesus Christ is the only one who has that ability to 
remove sins from us once and for all. 
     God designed the church to be able to teach and edu-
cate those who want to believe in God and have a strong 
relationship that is intimate. Pastors and church leaders are 
able to answer the spiritual questions that we may have, or 
at least know where to find the answers for those ques-
tions. They are supposed to be living examples of how 
God can transform a life from one who was dead in sin 
into a life that is alive and thriving in intimacy with God 
Himself. The world tries to teach that God is this person 
who stays up in heaven and looks for every opportunity to 
see us doing wrong, for the world teaches us that we are 
so bad that God could never love us. When the church 
uses the Scriptures, they get to show us just how deeply 
God loves us, cares for us and desires to be with us —
even when we do the most despicable things to Him or to 
one another. Why? Because of His love for us. 

(Continued from Pastor John,  page 4)      Church is designed to be a hospital for those who need 
to be on spiritual life support systems and to find healing 
and restoration. We were created to serve God by serving 
one another. The church is designed to meet the needs of 
people who don’t realize the needs that they truly have. 
Church attendance and church membership give us the 
ability to develop disciplines and structure to  be drawn 
closer to God, to separate ourselves from sinful habits, and 
to meet the needs of the world around us. Church is a safe 
place. Church is a home and the family to belong to. 

Church is a place of healing. 
     I encourage you that if you do 
not have a church home and you 
want a place to belong, ask God to 
direct you to find a church that will 
help meet your needs spiritually 
and in all other ways. Make sure 
that the church is Scripturally 
sound, that the Trinity is not only 
acknowledged but also the center 
point of worship, and that the peo-

ple are trying to make more disciples and to bring healing 
and restoration to all who seek it in the name of Christ our 
Lord. 
     If you are interested in joining Solid Rock Church of 
Warren and do you have questions, feel free to contact 
Pastor John. We are more than happy to not only answer 
your questions, but to also welcome you into the family. 
You have a place to belong and to be loved. 

run for around two years each. The only one sold was Ole 
Brown. The owner is working on it, and hopefully Dave 
will have it in Bowling Green, Ohio, next year. The guys 
bring their old tractors to the fairground to show off. Old 
Brown with the Banter name on it will be there this year. 
 Before we finished, Dave wanted everyone to know 
how supportive and loving his wife was and is. She sup-
ported him and at times went with him. He appreciated her 
love and support through the years. She always stood by 
him. 
 Finally, we talked about faith. There is a saying: share 
your faith and, if you have to, use words. Dave did not say 
much, but he shared his faith with the guys in many ways. 
He would always pray for a safe pull, not necessarily a 
win, but a safe one. He would have a grill and feed the 
guys after a pull. When there was an argument, Dave 
would step in, say it wasn’t necessary, and walk away.  
 Dave may be a quiet man, but his faith says a lot about 
him and his ways. He is humble, especially when talking 
about his wins, his Hall of Fame, and the articles written 
about the Banter Brothers. For more information and to 
watch Dave and Ralph at work, go to YouTube and type in 
Banter Brothers. 

(Continued from Dave Banter, page 2) 



 

Why We Should Attend 
and/or Join Church 

 
     I frequently hear the question or the state-

ment regarding why a person should attend church and/or 
join the church. They follow this up with the statement 
that a person doesn’t need to go to church or to be a mem-
ber of a church to be able to believe in God or have a rela-
tionship with Him. And theologically speaking, there is 
discussion for both attending church and not attending 
church while having a relationship with God. Some say 
that it’s not Scripturally demanded for a believer to attend 
church services, nor to be a member of a church, stating 
that neither of these practices gives the person “brownie 
points” with God. That discussion and debate is for a dif-
ferent article. However, I will give you my top 10 reasons 
(very similar to David Letterman’s Top Ten list): 

 
Top 10 Reasons for Attending and/or Joining Church 

• 10) Church people know how to have amazing potluck 

dinners! 

• 9) Where else can you have somebody watch your 
children in Sunday school class and not have to pay 
them for the babysitting? 

• 8) Church is a place where you can sing off key as 
loud as you want, and nobody complains about it. 

• 7) Seeing the expression on the parents’ faces when a 
child answers the question that the pastor asked during 
the “Small Talk” session of the service and the child 
throws their parents under the bus! 

• 6) How the pastor’s sermon can put you to sleep faster 
than any sleep aid can. 

• 5) Church is a place where a person can go for one 
week and then be asked to serve on 7 different com-
mittees… 

• 4) Once you join the church, you get to choose what 
clique you want to belong to. 

• 3) Where else can you go and form committees for 
everything, discuss many things, and still get nothing 
done? 

• 2) You can say the word “hell” and not get in trouble 
for it! (It’s Scriptural…) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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  11/3    Steve & LeAnn Buzzard   

  11/10    Jeremy & Shannon Rogers     

    
                                                                   

             November Helpers 
 

   Liturgist 
 
          1   Jane Hitzfield 
          8   Billie Horrell-Jackson   
        15   Debb Smitley 
        22   Marsha Boyanowski 
        29   Stacy Kaylor 
        
   Greeter 
       
          1   Bruce & Noreen Preston  
          8   Cindy Boxell 
        15   Ted & Sharon Williams  
        22   Christine Tudor 
        29   Debb Smitley 
 
   Nursery 10 a.m. 
 
          1   LeAnn Buzzard  
          8   Stacy Kaylor 
        15   Libby Wiley 
        22   Lana Myers 
        29   Jane Hitzfield 
         
   Children’s S. S. Teachers  
 
          1   Jazmine Plummer  
          8   Brenda Conner 
        15   Jazmine Plummer 
        22   Shelley Preston 
        29   Brenda Conner 
                                                                         
   Snacks  
      
          1   Brenda Conner 
          8   Jon & Allison Voght 
        15   Lana Myers 
        22   Greg & Becky Brown 
        29    Breann Kratzer 
 
    Acolytes 
  
          1   Kalin Elliot & Blake Craig   
          8   Kaley Campbell & Kinley Goodspeed 
        15   Lily Lichtenberger & Kodi Craig 
        22   Kamryn Krinn & Kerrigan Goodspeed 
        29   Malcolm Voght & Kalin Elliot 
 

Please contact the church office at  
375-3873 by Wednesday prior to Sunday, if you are  

unable to be an above helper.   Thank you! 

   11/6     Jessica Barry       

               Brooke Kratzer 

   11/8     Gary Walter 

               Cris Jackson 

   11/11   Lily Lichtenberger       

   11/13   Mary Clark 

   11/16   Rose Broyles 

   11/19   Lynn Bonewitz 

   11/23   Kaidyn Bolinger 

   11/25   Jorita Banter 

   11/28   Miranda Bolinger 

   11/30   Eli Goodspeed 

 

NOVEMBER 7th 

At Solid Rock Church 

9 A.M. TO 2 P.M. 

 

Lunch Served  

Crafts 

Baked Goods 



 

November 
                                                                                                                 

Solid Rock’s monthly food pantry challenge 

 
      200 boxes of “Stuffing” mix by Nov. 8th 

     for the Thanksgiving meal preparations   

                                 

                  Thank you for all you do! 

    Monetary gifts are always appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and fellowship  

2nd Saturday each month 8 a.m. 

at Solid Rock Church. 

All men welcome! 

Women’s Widow Care & Share 

Meeting Nov. 3rd at 2 p.m. & 

Nov. 17th at 12:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  and fellowship has ended for this 

year, but will resume again on 

 April 24th! 
 

BE SAFE THIS WINTER 

   

 

 

 

November 15th 4-6 p.m.  
 

Ages Kindergarten through 5th Grade  

Invite your friends! 
 

LIGHT DINNER PROVIDED 

 

Weekly Bible Study Groups 
 

 Monday mornings at 10 a.m. 

led by Marsha Boyanowski 
 

+++++++ 
 

Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 

led by Pastor John 

 

                 CARD MINISTRY 
 

   Check out the rack, lots of cards! 

 

REMINDER TO ALL 
 

Don’t throw away your cards that you 

have received.  Bring them in and drop off in the 

office or place in the wooden shelf under the 

cash box, by the card rack.  Our ladies do a 

great job refurbishing cards as a 

 ministry to God. 

 

If you want to join the group let us know. 

 

VETERANS DINNER 

November 8th at 5 p.m. 

Solid Rock Church 

Meal & entertainment 

 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 All Saints Day 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Communion 

2 
Bible Study 10 a.m. 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m. 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

Faith Circle 7 p.m. 

3 Election Day 

Sign Language 10 a.m. 

Widows Care & Share 2 p.m. 

4 

 

5 6 7 

   BAZAAR 

        9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

8 
Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Veterans Dinner 5-7 p.m. 

9 
Bible Study 10 a.m. 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m. 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

10 
Sign Language 10 a.m. 

Finance Mtg. 5 p.m. 

Mission Mtg. 6 p.m. 

11 Veteran’s Day 

Solid Rock works 

            Food Pantry 2-4 p.m. 

Bible Study 6 p.m. 

12 
S.O.S. 7 p.m.  

13 14 
Men’s Fellowship 8 a.m.  

15 
Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Kids Club 4-6 p.m. 

16 
Bible Study 10 a.m. 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m. 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

Faith Circle 7 p.m. 

17 
Sign Language 10 a.m. 

Widows Care & Share  

                       Carry-in 12:30 p.m. 

Staff Pastor Parish Mtg. 6 p.m. 

Ad Council Mtg. 7 p.m. 

18 

Bible Study 6 p.m. 

19 20 21 

22 
Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Newsletter info due to Gary W. 

Rock Solid Youth Thanksgiving 

                          Party 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

23 
Bible Study 10 a.m. 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m. 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

24 
Sign Language 10 a.m. 

25 

 

26  

 

Church reserved 

                    10-4 p.m. 

  

27 

 

Church reserved 

                    4-8 p.m. 

28 

29 1st Sunday Advent 

Sunday School 9 a.m. 

December Birthdays-Anniversaries 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Hanging of the Greens with lunch 

30 
Bible Study 10 a.m. 

PJ’s Small Group 11:30 a.m. 

Hallelujah Hands 6-7 p.m. 

Taekwondo 6-7 p.m. 

S.R. Chg. Conf. 6:30 p.m. 

     



SOLID ROCK PRAYER REQUESTS 

Other 

        Abortion - Addiction - All Missions - Bargain Basement - Our Nation & Leaders - Missionaries - Local Churches - Solid Rock Ministries  

Bread of Life Food Pantry - WAMA - Healthcare Providers & First Responders - Schools and Educational Leaders - Our Service Men & Women

Please let the office know if someone listed above is doing better and can 
be moved to prayers answered or if someone needs added                                    

for prayers of health and healing. 

 

Heritage Pointe  

Cluster Churches and Pastors 

Liberty Center Community/Rev. Diane Samuels - Bluffton First UMC/Rev. Sherrie Drake - Markle Riverside John 3:16/Pastor Dan First  

Epworth UMC Bluffton/Pastor Marlene Ellis - Ossian UMC/Rev. David Herr - Lancaster Chapel UMC/Pastor Dewey Miller - Boehmer UMC/Pastor Steve Neviu 

Petroleum Community/Rev. Greg Andrews  - Poneto Faith Community/Pastor Roy Nevil - Solid Rock/Pastor John Boyanowski 

Darrell Blair 

Jackie Blinn 

Pat Boxell 

Mary Clark 

Rochelle DeHaven 

Don Douglas 

                                         

   Prayers for Health & Healing 

 Prayers Answered 

 
Becky Parker 

Dee Pattison 

Norma Smith 

Wanda Spahr 

Alyce Tinkle 

Carolyn Winters 

 

Gene Boyer’s wife 

Billie Horrell-Jackson 

Ted Jackson 

George Keplinger 

Kyle Williams 

Dave Amstutz 

Jessica Bendorf 

Richard Blair 

Tiffany Booher 

Cindy Boxell 

Phil Brown 

Rose Broyles 

Ms. Bustos 

 

Cole Campbell 

Mike Carey 

Sue Carpenter 

Matthew Carpenter 

Pam Cloud 

Steve Cress 

Dana Elliot 

Betty Green 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT     

HEAR OUR PRAYERS.HEAR OUR PRAYERS.HEAR OUR PRAYERS.HEAR OUR PRAYERS.    

Barbara Souder 

Eric Snively 

Rick Swope 

Tom Tallman 

Autumn Teeple 

Lou Ellen Vetor 

Ted Williams 

 

 

LaTishia Horrell 

Carol Ingram 

Ted Oiler 

Harold Plasterer 

Mandy Ramsey 

Duane Scribner 

Cammy Shaw 

  

 



    
 
 
           Solid Rock Daily Prayer Card for November 2026 
                                              Prayer is the greatest, simplest privilege of our lives as believers. 

                        Thank you for continuing to pray for Solid Rock.   Following are some special requests: 
 
 
 

• Father God, We are so grateful for all You do for us: Giving Your Son for our salvation, for the people in our lives, 
for the family we have, and the joy You bring us when we need it most.  Help us to be thankful always, to praise 
You even when we might not see or feel You near, and may we always be obedient to Your voice and callings.  We 
bless Your Name and praise Your Name.  Amen. 

• Precious Jesus, November is a month set apart to be thankful; but Lord, please help us to always be thankful to 
You!  Help us to remember the joy of Your salvation, all of the miracles You have already done in our lives, and the 
same for those to come.  Help our lives to be transformed enough that people will notice the difference in our 
lives—and that the difference is You.  Help us to make disciples and friends of the faith.  May Your will be done in 
or lives!  In Thy Name we pray, Amen.  

• Holy Spirit, lead us and guide us into righteousness.  Take hold of us and help us to submit and transform our will 
unto Your will.  We are thankful for You teaching us the truth about God and Jesus, as well about Who You are.  
May our praise never cease, just like Your love for us.  Make us faithful followers.  In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.  

• Blessed Trinity, we commit all of our love, praise and devotion to You alone.  No one can ever love us like You do.  
No one can save us like You can.  No one can fill the voids in our lives like You.  We thank You for making us      
complete in You.  May we never forget what it cost You for such love.  Help us to return the same love to you to 
the best of our abilities.  Thank You for our family, friends, church, and all else.  Holy, holy, holy is Your Name.  All 
glory and honor are Yours.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
  






